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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE OAK PARK TOWNSHIP BOARD 

OF TRUSTEES HELD TUESDAY, OCTOBER 11, 2016, AT THE OAK PARK 

TOWNSHIP HALL, 105 SOUTH OAK PARK AVENUE, OAK PARK, ILLINOIS 

 

CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

 
Supervisor Boulanger called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m. On the call of the roll the 
following were present: Supervisor F. David Boulanger, Trustees Clarmarie Keenan, Mary 
Cozzens, James Taglia, Ade Onayemi and Clerk Gregory White. Township Manager Gavin 
Morgan, Attorney John Garofalo and Finance Director Jack Norton were also present.  
 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Trustee Onayemi moved to approve the Consent Agenda, including the Minutes of the 
September 27, 2016, Regular Board of Trustees Meeting, and Township bills for the period 
September 23, 2016 through October 6, 2016. Trustee Taglia seconded the motion which 
passed unanimously. 

 

APPROVAL OF FUNDING FOR CMHB NEEDS ASSESSMENT 
 
Board members discussed a request for funding from the CMHB for its upcoming 
Community Needs Assessment, as discussed at the last Board Meeting. Trustee 
Cozzens then moved to appropriate $1,500 to the Community Mental Health Board for 
the Community Needs Assessment study, which will tentatively be conducted in the 
winter/spring of 2017. Trustee Taglia seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 
 

DISCUSSION OF IFF/CMHB WELLNESS CENTER 
 
Copies of the IFF study for a possible CMHB Wellness Center were shared with Board 
members for discussion. A question and answer session followed, along with a request 
for Attorney Garofalo to investigate the legalities of funding for such a proposal. 
Supervisor Boulanger then requested Board members to peruse the report and share 
specific questions and concerns at the next Board meeting, which will then be 
communicated to the CMHB and Executive Director. 
 

DISCUSSION OF 2016 PROPERTY TAX LEVY 
 
Manager Morgan and Finance Director Jack Norton shared study sheets with the Board 
with projections for the Town, General Assistance and CMHB Funds for the near future, 
along with a study sheet on expected increases to salary and benefits line items. After 
discussion, it was the consensus of the Board for Mr. Morgan and Mr. Norton to draft a 
Tentative Levy for 2016 with an overall 1.5% increase, to be presented at the October 
25 Board Meeting. 
 

BRIEF REPORTS 
 
The Senior Citizens Director’s Report for September, 2016 was presented in the new 
written format, which was complimented by Board members. The CMHB will be meeting 
next week. 
 

YOUTH SERVICES COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
Trustee Onayemi, liaison to the YSC, reported that a presentation on the Robotics program 
was given at last week’s meeting. 51 students participated. 12 students from Concordia 
University are mentoring and coding with local Middle School students. Funding was 
approved for Peace Circle Training for 70 staff members at Brooks Middle School, and for 
a Community Circle for mentoring training at Hephzibah Children’s Association. The Youth 
Services Committee is also reviewing its Mission Statement. 
 



 

 

 

2 

TOWNSHIP MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
Manager Gavin Morgan reported the following: 
 

 The permit for the HVAC system is being reviewed prior to work on the project 
beginning. 

 Senior Services Case Management Program received a nearly 100% score in the 
audit of its client eligibility redeterminations. This compares very favorably with 
results for Cook County and statewide benchmarks.  

 Administration is considering a new phone system, and has gotten a proposal from 
the same provider that CMHB is using for a new phone system at their offices. 

 The Senior Lunch Program continues to grow in the number of attendees, putting 
more work on staff. Mr. Morgan will bring a proposal for a new part-time activities 
and outreach staff person to the next meeting. The kitchen and lunch area received 
a perfect score in the latest health department inspection. 

 Proposals for Township auditing services have been requested, since the current 
contract with Sikich will expire this year. 

 Questions on the Township’s role in the advisory referendum have been received 
and answered by Mr. Morgan, explaining the process in accordance with state 
statute. Mr. Morgan will provide members of the Board with the explanation he sent 
to colleagues at the other Oak Park taxing bodies. 

 Two Youth Interventionist cases were recently referred to the Collaboration for Early 
Childhood Care and Education. Also, Youth Interventionist Melissa Piotrowski has 
tendered her resignation. 

 SPF-Partnership for Success Coordinator Vicki Scaman recently conducted 
interviews with several local teens regarding drug and alcohol use in the community 
by adolescents. As the assessment phase of this project is coming to an end and 
transitioning to the strategy and implementation stages, there is a need and budget 
for a part-time program assistant. 

 The Cargo Circles initiative, developed by Youth Services Director John Williams 
was nominated for the OPRF Chamber of Commerce Spotlight Award. 

 Topics of interest from the recent Council of Governments Meeting which he 
attended. 
 

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT 

 
Supervisor Boulanger reported that the Township hosted an information table at the 
October 8 Farmers’ Market, with Trustees Keenan, Assessor Elsaffar and Clerk White 
attending. The Volunteer/Employee Recognition event will be held on October 15 at 
Brookfield Zoo, and the 4th annual legislative discussion will be open to the public on 
October 18 at Julian Middle School. Finally, information was shared on an upcoming 
Township Officials of Cook County Trustees Division Meeting.  
 

CLERK’S REPORT 
 
Clerk White reported that today was the last day for voter registration at the Township 
Office. Extended weekend and evening hours were offered to accommodate more citizens. 
He and Trustee Keenan staffed the Township table at Farmers’ Market on October 8 and 
registered ten new voters. A Voter Information Guide for 2016, published by County Clerk 
David Orr, was shared with Board members and available to the public. 
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NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting of the Oak Park Township Board of Trustees will be a Regular Board of 
Trustees Meeting at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, October 25, 2016, at the Oak Park Township Hall, 
105 S. Oak Park Ave., Oak Park, IL.  
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Trustee Onayemi moved to adjourn at 9:07 p.m. Trustee Keenan seconded the motion 
which passed unanimously. 
 
Respectfully submitted by 
and recorded in the office of 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Gregory White, Township Clerk 
 
Approved: 10/25/2016 


